Latin American Theological Fraternity contributions to Theme 4 Mission and Power

June 22-25, 2009 in San José, Costa Rica

Consultation on Mission and Power in North-South relations.
This three day by-invitation-only consultation brought together a small group of Christian historians from Latin America and North America under the auspices of Conference of Faith and History and the Institute for the Promotion of Christian Higher Education in Latin America. Papers presented included: 
· Nationalism, Marxism, and the Christian Reformed Church in Cuba (Daniel Miller) 

· Hospitality and Power: Historical Method with the California Mission Indians (Rick Kennedy) 

· The Waorani of Amazonian Ecuador: Christianity at the intersection of Competing Worlds (Kathryn Long) 

· Mission and Power in the North-South Theological Dialogue (Daniel Salinas) 

· Protestantismo y poder en América Latina. Minorías religiosas, laicismo y cultura política (Carlos Mondragón) 

· Inquisición, Imperio y Protestantismo en Nueva España (S. XVI) (Lourdes de Ita) 

· Hagiography and Missions History as Discourses of Power: Criollo Identity and the Lives of Santa Rosa de Lima (Ronnie Morgan)
July 25, 2009 in Santiago, Chile
Consultation on Church, Mission and Power in Chile.
With 33 participants from the local chapters of the Latin American Theological Fellowship in Valparaíso, Concepción, Osorno, Temuco, Valdivia and Santiago, the following papers were presented and discussed:
· La misión de Jonás y el poder salvífico de Dios: un aporte desde el Antiguo Testamento (Jaime Alarcón). 

· El poder en la sociedad chilena (Loreto Fernández) 

· Iglesia, misión y poder: los desafíos para la iglesia en Chile (Claudio Colombo) 

· Iglesia, misión y poder: un alternativa emergente (Luis Tapia)

August 6-7, 2009 in San José, Costa Rica

Regional Consultation for Mexico, Central America, Panama and Caribbean
With 60 participants from 10 different countries, the topic developed was Church, Power and Mission in Latin America Today. The use and abuse of power was deal with both in relation to internal church relations, leadership and such and in relation to Christian presence in the broader socio-political sphere. Also, during this consultation, a letter was drafted condemning the queue in Honduras and calling for a peaceful solution to the conflict. Close to twenty papers were presented and processed in plenaries and groups. To mention a few:

· The use of power and spiritual abuse in the churches (Sharo Rosales) 

· Power and advocacy (Nina Balmaceda) 

· The church and the construction of democracy (Gustavo Román) 

· Centrality of Scripture in an alternate vision of the church (Edesio Sánchez)

These papers are being posted weekly on the LATF website (www.ftl-al.org) and people are being invited to interact on the issues raised.

September 4, 2009 in San José, Costa Rica

A small gathering of people from CLAI related churches gathered as a final step in the reflexion process they have been involved in on different Edinburgh study themes.

September 26, 2009 in Dominican Republic

National Consultation LATF
Church, Power and Mission in the DR today.
The same will be repeated in Peru and Brazil (dates to be confirmed).
