CALL FOR PAPERS - CMS 2010, Jan 13-15 UBS, Pune                                                          THEME:  “EDINBURGH 1910 ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER -- ‘Give Us Friends!’”  

The following nine study themes, borrowed from the Edinburgh 2010 organizers,  look back to the content of the original Edinburgh 1910 World Missionary Conference as they have been reshaped by 100 years of mission.   For CMS 2010 we would like to give an “Indian perspective” on each of the themes considering issues that are relevant and of interest to scholars.  Bring your particular discipline to bear on one of these 9 themes using the questions to help guide you toward the organizer’s intentions for that topic.  FOR EACH OF THE 9 STUDY THEMES WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 2 SCHOLARS PREPARE CHAPTERS, ON A “FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED” BASIS.  SO, PLEASE EMAIL ME YOUR FIRST AND SECOND CHOICE QUICKLY ACCORDING TO YOUR INTEREST AND PRIOR RESEARCH.  Please try to consult scholarly materials on the original Edinburgh 1910 Conference and reflect on the changes in that area over the last 100 years; so that we may do justice to the 100 year centenary of this watershed event in Church and Mission history.  In this way we want to bring an “Indian voice” to the global conversation.  Further explanations of the topics may be found at:  http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes.html                        **Inland roundtrip travel will be provided for presenters.  Contact:  frfox@eroam.net   
1. Foundations for mission

1) The relation of the Trinitarian nature of God to our understanding of Christian mission.

2) The relation of Christology to mission theology and practice.

3) The relation of the work of the Holy Spirit to mission theology and practice.

4) How does our understanding of the mission of the Triune God affect our ecclesiology and church practice?

5) What do we mean by salvation, present and future? What is its link to conversion, baptism and participation in the sacramental life of the church?

6) How does our understanding of salvation affect the way we do mission?

7) How does mission engagement affect our biblical hermeneutics and vice-versa?

2. Christian mission among other faiths

1) Developing our theological understanding of the presence of non-Christian religions in the world.

2) The nature of the Christian proclamation to people of other Faiths and how we understand salvation in relation to those of other Faiths

3) What is the meaning of “world evangelisation” today?

4) How do we bear witness to the uniqueness of Jesus in a multi-religious world?

5) How does a pneumatology defined within a Trinitarian framework affect our understanding of the significance of other religions and the nature of our mission?

6) How do we understand the activity of spirits, as understood within traditions in which they play a prominent role?

7) What is the significance of New Age and other religious movements for Christian mission?

8) How do we understand syncretism?

9) How does the mission activity of other Faiths affect Christian mission?

3. Mission and postmodernities

1) What do we mean by postmodernity/ies, and in what contexts do we see its/their influence?

2) What is the relationship between postmodernity, globalisation, and neo-colonialism?

3) How does postmodernity affect understanding of the basis of Christian faith, and hence of Christian mission; particularly in and from Europe?

4) What are the promises and potentials of postmodernity/ies for new understandings of mission?

5) What is the relationship between believing and belonging, both with regard to Christian discipleship and to the agencies of mission?

6) How do we understand and engage with postmodern patterns of community, including virtual communities on the Internet?

7) What have been the effects of postmodernity on Christian mission in Europe and in other regions? What is similar from region to region? How is postmodernity perceived by churches in the South? How will present and foreseeable developments affect churches and their mission in all regions? What response needs to be made?

8) How do we tell the biblical story to those who embrace postmodern relativism and are suspicious of all metanarratives?

4. Mission and power
1) Power within the church; power between churches; power between mission bodies and churches. Can mission be a form of manipulation? What strategies are needed to guard against exploitation?

2) Power between church and state: in the different contexts in which we find ourselves how can Christians ensure that their relationship to the state does not compromise loyalty to their faith? Is state protection for missionaries justifiable?

3) Idolatry of the market: how does the ‘idolatry’ of the modern market economy affect Christian faith and mission?

4) Internalisation of power structures: how can we guard against unexamined presuppositions, blinkered thinking, cultural conditioning and adverse spiritual powers? How can we be remade in God’s image?

5) Reconstruction of power: can political reconstruction foster democratic processes? How does structural and political violence affect the witness of the Gospel?

6) Creative power: is there a positive and creative use of power in mission? How can missions avoid being subverted by the human will to power? What is the role of vulnerability in mission?

7) Indigenous peoples: how can we proclaim the Gospel without destroying indigenous cultures?

5. Forms of missionary engagement

1) The primary role of the local church in mission: what does it take for the local church to become the primary missional agent through the priesthood of all believers? How is the local church related to the universal responsibility of Christian mission?

2) What forms of cooperation are appropriate to mission today? How may reciprocal partnerships best be developed?

3) What forms does “mission in poverty” / “mission without power” take?

4) In what ways can those in centres of power receive the gift of the Gospel from missionaries who come from the disempowered peripheries? 

5) What are the implications of recent developments in cross-cultural mission: South-South, South-North? What is the future and role of the Western missionary movement? What is the future and role of the missionary movement in and from the South?

6) The role of media in evangelization.

7) How do we formulate mission strategy that is biblically based, theologically informed and ecclesiologically responsible, yet concrete and operational?

6. Theological education and formation

1) How can every member of the people of God be motivated and empowered for mission?

2) How can formation of mission spirituality become integrated into theological training programs?

3) How can the study of missiology become an integral part of the theological curriculum? How can mission perspectives be integrated into every theological discipline?

4) The role of accreditation in relation to mission and ministry.

5) How can churches best develop relevant curricula for local contexts?

6) Specific training for cross-cultural ministries and for those involved in reconciliation ministry.

7) Catalysts for theological training and formation where theological institutions are lacking.

7. Christian communities in contemporary contexts

1) How do adjectives of Christian community such as discipling, healing, witnessing, contextual become lived realities in today’s world?

2) What is involved in being the church in the cities and mega-cities of today?

3) How can the local church be an agent of the kingdom of God and a source of healing and reconciliation?

4) What is the true identity (the “core DNA”) of the church? How does it manifest itself in different denominations and cultures?

5) Ethnicity – the tension between homogenous and multi-ethnic churches.

6) Church life in Diaspora communities.

7) HIV/AIDS – does Christian mission bear some responsibility for the spread of the virus? How can mission contribute to the struggle to stop the pandemic?

8) What other forms of ill-health call for particular attention from practitioners of Christian mission?

8. Mission and unity – ecclesiology and mission

The 1910 Edinburgh Conference is considered the starting point of the contemporary ecumenical movement, due to its insistence on the importance of unity and cooperation in worldwide mission. Today, there is a need to revisit the intimate relationship as well as underlying tensions between a focus on mission and a focus on church unity. 

This track will deal with various interpretations of the link between ecclesiology and mission in theological and practical terms. Interface with the work on the history of mission and ecumenism in the last century (in particular as to the evaluation of “integration” in 1961) will be key for this area. 

[Specific questions to be developed.]

9. Mission spirituality and authentic discipleship

1) What shape does Christian mission take when it has the Kingdom of God as its ultimate horizon? 

2) What is the proper place of the natural order in mission spirituality?

3) Prophetic witness: challenging the "principalities and powers" of human institutions with "signs and wonders" and God-given spiritual authority.

4) Love of enemies; reconciliation and healing through the power of the Cross, and witness through self-emptying, humility, and sacrifice. 

5) How can we form new and creative relationships with Christians of all traditions, given our diverse understandings of mission, both locally and at international level? How can we form new and creative relationships with fellow human beings beyond the church?

6) How can we be faithful to our Christian confession while being open, adventurous and discerning in encounter with representatives of other religions?
TWO PAPERS/CHAPTERS FOR EACH OF THE NINE TOPICS WILL BE  PRESENTED: “FIRST COME FIRST SERVE”.  Email your suggested topic to:  frfox@eroam.net
