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Foreword
This discussion paper is not attempting to define, control or limit the discussions of Working Group 5 in relation to its task of developing materials relating to the Christian discourse on the nature, governance and mission of the church. It should be seen as an inital document, which seeks to merely start the discussion by asking a series of relevant questions, and to seek feedback from you. 

The discussion paper simply breaks down the topic of the working group into smaller topic areas in order to assist in defining the parameters of this emerging dialogue.

The intention is that each of you, from your own background, denomination, experience, and field of knowledge, provide comments on the series of questions posed, and if you think it necessary, to pose some of your own. Once you have responded, in the spaces provided, the documents will be collated, and will form the basis of the next draft discussion paper, which will be more broadly circulated. You are requested to provide references as appropiate.

This discussion paper makes no claim to represent the views of the Conference Steering Committee, Working Group 5, or anybody else. It is merely a dialogue devised, and initiated, by the working group moderator to get the deliberative process started.

Tim Cadman, Working Group Moderator

Topic area 1: Where on earth is the church?

Q 1: What does this question mean?

a) Should we be looking at what the church is doing within secular society in relation to the contemporary environmental situation, or 

b) Does it constitute an implied criticism that the church has generally absented itself from the contemporary environmental situation? Alternatively

c) Are we being asked to comment on the specifically sacred/spiritual contribution of the church in relation to the environmental situation, which the earth is experiencing or

d) Are we being asked to deal with question of how do we understand theologically the relationship between the church and the earth? Is possible to locate the church theologically in relation to the earth. If so how do we do it? 

e) All of the above or

f) None of the above and

g) Something entirely different? 

Finally

h) Which church are we talking about? The church in the affluent countries or the church in the global South, the church at the centre or at the margins, the church of the powerful or the church of the margins?

i) What do we mean by the church and

j) What do we mean by the earth? 

k) From whose perspective do we see the earth?

Your comments (and bibliography):

Topic area 2: Christian discourse
Q2 : What do we mean by Christian discourse ?

Is there a single Christian discourse on the contemporary environmental situation or

a) Are there multiple Christian discourses? If so

b) What are they?

c) How do they differ from, or how are they similar to secular discourses on the environmental situation?

d) When we use the term discourse, are we referring to (poststructuralist) discourse theory, and if so, what is our ‘text’ - the book of God’s Word – the Bible, the book of God’s Works – creation, the environmental situation itself, the state of eco-theological debate, or all four? Or

e) Are we instead simply looking at the state of Christian thinking across the various faith communities regarding the cotemporary environmental situation? Or

Alternatively,

f) Should we simply be confining ourselves to an examination of the state of debate in eco-theology on the content and ecological significance of the Christian faith as it relates to the working group’s topic area? Or
g) Is there an inter-relationship between eco-theology, the ecological significance or the Christian faith, and the contemporary environmental situation? Or

h) All of the above, or

i) None of the above or

j) Something entirely different – and if so, what?

Your comments (and bibliography):

Topic area 3: The nature, mission and governance of the church

Q3 : What is the relationship between the order of these words, and their significance in relation to the tasks of this working group ?

a) Is there a meaning imlpied in this list - in other words, do any one of these three elements (nature, mission, governance) have a priority ? i.e :

b) Does the nature of the church affect its mission, and consequently its governance, or

c) Does the governance of the church affect its nature, and its mission, or

d) Does the mission of the church affect its governance and its nature, or

e) Are we meant to look at all three aspects of the church, and reflect on their contribution (positive, negative, neutral) to the contemporary environemtal situation, or 

Alternatively

f) Are we meant to confine ourselves to the state of the eco-theological debate regarding the nature, mission and governance of the church ? 

Or

g) All of the above or

h) None of the above and

i) Something entirely different? 

Your comments (and bibliography):

Topic area 4: The nature of the church

Q4: What do we mean by the nature of the church ?

a) Is this meant to encourage a discussion on the nature of the church in the contemporary post-modern era, or

Alternatively

b) The state of play of the eco-theological debate surrounding the nature of the church, or

c) The nature of the church in the light of the contemporary environmental situation, or

d) Should we rethink our whole understanding of the what the church is in relation to the challenges posed by the eco-crisis? And

b. What is the church from the perspective of the earth ?

e) All of the above

f) None of the above and

g) Some of the above (if so, which ones?) or

h) Something entirely different – and if so, what? 

Finally,

i) What do we mean by ‘nature’ (institutional, spiritual, social, environmental, other)?

Your comments (and bibliography):

Topic area 5: The mission of the church

Q5: What do we mean by the mission of the church ?

a) Is this meant to encourage a discussion on the mission of the church in the contemporary post-modern era, or

Alternatively

b) The state of play of the eco-theological debate surrounding the mission of the church, or

c) The mission of the church in the light of the contemporary environmental situation, or

d) All of the above

e) None of the above and

f) Some of the above (if so, which ones?) or

g) Something entirely different – and if so, what? 

Finally,

h) What do we mean by ‘mission’ (i.e. internal, external, environmental, eco-theological, other)?

Your comments (and bibliography):

Topic area 6: The governance of the church

Q6: What do we mean by the governance of the church ?

a) Is this meant to encourage a discussion on the governance of the church in the contemporary post-modern era, or

Alternatively

b) The state of play of the eco-theological debate surrounding the governance of the church, or

c) The governance of the church in the light of the contemporary environmental situation, or

d) All of the above

e) None of the above and

f) Some of the above (if so, which ones?) or

g) Something entirely different – and if so, what? 

Finally,

h) What do we mean by ‘governance’ (i.e. institutional co-ordination and/or steering? Governance – however defined - in relation to the church’s nature, mission, or both? Or environmental governance – internal and external, or one or the other? Or something else entirely different – eg divine rule/Kingdom of God/reign of Christ, etc.)?

Your comments (and bibliography):
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