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“Edinburgh 2010” celebrates the centenary of the World Missionary Conference held at Edinburgh in 1910.  The theme for “Edinburgh 2010” is “Witnessing to Christ today”. One of the main study themes (theme 5) is on “Forms of missionary engagement”. One of the sub-themes is “Mission and worship”, since “in many contexts, mission happens through worship”. The study group working on this theme met in January 2009, and encouraged others to join the conversation and bring their own insights, expertise and experience. It is in this context that this article is written.  
Nothing in this article is new. At the same time, not everyone will agree with everything said in this article. The author hopes to remind, and to also trigger fresh thinking on one’s own views. 

Worship as an offering to God – and not worship of what hands have made, the music itself.
Worship is an offering. 
‘Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.’ [Romans 12:1b]
Worship needs offering of our best. 
‘In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his clock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering; but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor.’ [Genesis 4:3-5a]
Worship uses music and instruments. 
‘Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals.’  [Psalms 150:3-5] 
Worship is not of what hands have made. The music itself is not to be worshipped.
‘That was the time they made an idol in the form of a calf. They brought sacrifices to it and held a celebration in honor of what their hands had made. But God turned away and gave them over to the worship of the heavenly bodies.’ [Acts 7:41-42a]
Personal: Every  Christmas at college, just  before the carol service, our choirmaster would give a short talk that went something like this: “If someone comes up to  me  after the  service and says that the choir was terrible, that  is  of course not good; but if someone comes up to me after the service and says that the choir was excellent, that is also not good; for the choir should  have been  able to draw the congregation towards God, should have been able to point the congregation to God, and not  towards the choir itself. “

The music should point the listener to God. 
Worship as mission to unite
‘All the believers were together and had everything in common.’ ‘Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. ‘ [Acts 2:44, 46]

‘After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no-one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” ’ [Revelation 7:9-10]

‘May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.’ [Romans 15:5-7]
All the believers, the multitude, met together. 

The believers and the multitude do not gather at different places, nor do they come together at different times. There are no “worship wars”. There is no separation into different churches according to the style of worship. Services are not held at different times based on the style of worship. 

Gradually extend the envelope of what is acceptable to the congregation. 
Introduce new forms gradually. Where possible, explain the background and context. Possibly use non participatory formats initially, for example, voluntaries or anthems. Possibly use versions that are easier to accept, for example, an anthem version of a contemporary worship song. Keep the skill level as high as possible. (For example, a badly tuned guitar is not really a great way to introduce guitars into the service for the first time.) Be sensitive to genuine concerns of the congregation. Continually pray for acceptance and unity. 

Actively work at bringing together musicians from different traditions. 
Interact with musicians from different traditions. Have meals, workshops and meetings where musicians come together. Enable and encourage less used or missing skills, such as, pipe organ playing for electronic keyboard players, how to accompany contemporary worship music without using score for score based classical musicians. 

Personal: Am very blest through a congregation that welcomes and is willing to accept different styles of worship, where all services have a mix of worship styles. Different styles of music are used within the same worship service, and also over each month and each year. 
In the same service, a band with electric guitars and drums could be used at one point, and a Bach Prelude and Fugue played on the pipe organ at another point. However strange this may sound, it all works together in a truly miraculous way. Masses by Schubert, Haydn have been used during the service in our church that is from a Scottish Presbyterian tradition. (The text was still said by the congregation as usual, so that active voiced participation of the congregation is still there, and the music was sung by the choir near that point in the service. )
Using worship to bring people into the sanctuary.
‘Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.’ [John 1:40-42a]

The picture of worship and music playing a role similar to Andrew’s, in bringing people to Jesus. 
Use worship and music to draw people to the church, to services and possibly to concerts. 

Personal: When classical music concerts were held in our church, a European visitor at a concert said: “Maybe I will start going to church again when I go back to Europe.” 

Worship within the young church as mission. 

‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.’ [Colossians 3:16]

Frank Fortunato has put together a lovely collection of worship stories of how missionaries have encouraged the offering of indigenous songs to the Lord.  He quotes in his Prelude a comment made by John Bendor-Samuel of Wycliffe Bible Translators: “… In areas where translators encouraged new believers to sing newly translated Scriptures, the churches grew rapidly. …”
Singing Scripture in familiar formats engraves it within. 
Personal: A member of our church, worked in the remote areas of India for several years. He told us that the missionaries from the West several decades ago had translated their hymns into the local language, which the young churches used even today. However, he also spent time helping the young churches write new songs, using their own music idiom and language. Both the church and he found this a blessed experience. This has also been experienced in other areas in India. 
Taking worship outside the church – as mission. 

‘Therefore I will praise you among the nations, O Lord; I will sing praises to your name.’ [Psalms 18:49]

There are numerous instances of using worship outside the church as mission, including Graham Kendrick’s worship marches – March for Jesus. (Of course, by using “worship” a little more broadly, this includes any form of mission outside the church. ) 

Taking worship outside the church is mission. 
Personal: There have been teams in Chennai that have a time of worship in a huge auditorium, partly to bring together Christians across the city, and partly as mission. There are also several teams that use music concerts in mission. 

Sam Rotman is a concert pianist who presents the gospel at the end of a full regular concert.  His visit to Chennai in 2006 was an amazing experience of working together and doors opening to mission. 

Worship in the sanctuary as the basis for any mission outside. 
‘Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.’ [Ezekiel 47:12] Also [Ezekiel 47:1-12].
Water flowing from the sanctuary is the source for the fruit bearing trees. Any mission needs to be grounded in worship, in being in God’s presence, in His sanctuary. 
All mission flows from the sanctuary.
Personal: I firmly believe that it is the time spent in the sanctuary that sustains any mission. 
The role of worship within the mission team. 

‘While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” ‘ [Acts 13:2]

‘About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose.’ [Acts 16:25-26]
There needs to be times of prayer and worship within the mission team, as preparation for mission, and as the source of strength and direction. 

It is in worship that His voice is heard clearly and doors opened. 
Personal: Teams that spend much of their time together in worship have been blessed far more than they could ask or imagine. 
The mechanics of mission and worship
Graham Kendrick’s book on worship lays a sound foundation that is of help to anyone involved in leading worship. 
Prayer and leading. 
‘Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it.” ‘ [Isaiah 30:21] 
Times of prayer, conversations with God, being immersed in the presence of God – so much so that one knows His leading to turn to the right or to the left. 

Singers and players need to mean what they do, and it needs to come from within. 
‘I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.’ [1 Corinthians 14:15b KJV] 

(This verse is the motto of the Royal School of Church Music. )  
Need to communicate, be understandable. 

‘If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified.’ [1 Corinthians 14:16-17]

Even though this was written in the context of speaking in tongues, the essence of what it says applies to other contexts as well. Can the listener understand what you are trying to convey? What are ways of achieving this? Does the program hold together? Is there coherence and continuity in the content, or is it “variety entertainment” – a random sequence of the different?
Not driving anyone away. 
‘Kenaniah the head Levite was in charge of the singing; that was his responsibility because he was skilful at it.’ [1 Chronicles 15: 22]

‘All these men were under the supervision of their fathers for the music of the temple of the Lord, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the ministry at the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of the king. Along with their relatives – all of them trained and skilled in music for the Lord – they numbered 288.’ [1 Chronicles 25:6-7] 
‘Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him. Praise the Lord with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.’ [Psalms 33:1-3]

Whatever be the style of music, the quality of music should be such that it does not distract a musician in the congregation. A musician should not wince. 
Taking turns. 
‘Young and old alike, teacher as well as student, cast lots for their duties.’ [1 Chronicles 25:8]

Different people, at different skill levels, taking turns. 

Encouraging one another.
‘Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.’ [1 Thessalonians 5:11]

‘Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.’ [Philippians 4:8]

Encourage and build each other up. Focus on things that are admirable, excellent, praiseworthy. 
The purpose of mission is worship
‘And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages, Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” ‘ [Revelations 15:2]
John Piper makes an interesting statement:  “Mission is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is.” 

Personal: When I was younger, madly rushing around “doing God’s work”, I found it very difficult to accept that what I was supposed to be looking forward to, “heaven”, meant just standing there with God. I am beginning to slowly realize the beauty of just being in His presence (as experienced even in the kitchen by Brother Lawrence), and that it will be truly wonderful to enjoy it through eternity. 

Worship is what we will all be doing for eternity. 

Summary

Why do we worship? Have we allowed worship to become an idol? Is it worship itself that is being worshipped?

Do we use worship as the life source for all mission? 

Do we use worship as a means of mission?

Do we realize that mission is in order that we might worship? 
The author is the Organist and Choir Director in a church in India for several years. The congregation is English-speaking, but from different language and cultural backgrounds. During the week, he teaches Computer Science and Engineering at the local technical university. He can be reached by email through arul [dot] siromoney [at] gmail [dot] com (replacing the [dot] and the [at] appropriately).
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