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EMS Focus 2009-2012
„Giving account of our hope – Christian witness in a pluralistic world“
1. Specific Objectives of the EMS Focus 2009-2012

1. The EMS Focus 2009-2012 shall invite churches and groups in the EMS fellowship to embark on faith journeys together thus exploring how to witness to the good news of life in fullness for all in pluralistic contexts, where people of differing faiths and worldviews, differing cultures as well as differing social and economic conditions are living together.

2. This programme shall foster experiences in inter-faith and inter-cultural co-operation which reflect the fact that our own spirituality may be enriched and renewed in  encountering each other and living together. Congregations/Christians may see that distinct Christian witness and conviviality, identity and plurality are not contradictory.

3. This programme shall challenge and encourage persons to come to a better understanding of differing faith communities in their respective contexts, to realize the inter-connectedness of social, cultural and religious factors and to engage differing spiritualities resp. concepts of faith and life with each other. 
4. The programme shall enable people to see that international ecumenical co-operation is essential regarding the concept and practice of Christian witness in a pluralistic society in our respective contexts.
5. Within this programme the projects of the year(s) shall foster international exchange/networking/learning from one another, as well as mutual support in times of crisis, respectively situations of conflicts between religious groups.
6. It shall provide spaces for the development and exchange of theological reflections among various contexts. 
7. The programme shall promote interfaith co-operation in practical ways, particularly joint initiatives for the protection of human dignity and the development of just communities.
8. It aims at exploring and promoting concepts and practice of a spirituality of life.

2. International Activities within the Framework of the Focus

A) Reading the Bible through the Eyes of Another
During the Biennial Programme 2004-6 the Project “Reading the Bible through the eyes of another – Unearthing a theology of peace” was very successful in reaching the grass roots (with 85 groups from 12 countries registering as participants) and in enabling groups to discover biblical texts with new eyes through intercultural exchange with their partners. The method of “Bible Sharing” has proved to be an appropriate approach ensuring high participation of all group members.

What does Christian witness mean in a pluralistic world? What does “Christian identity” mean in a world of religious plurality? Which biblical texts speak of respect for the Other? These are guiding questions for a new project of intercultural Bible reading selecting biblical texts  and inviting groups in the entire EMS fellowship and beyond to share their insights with partners in a different cultural set-up. In addition to Bible sharing, groups will be encouraged to use also other methods, e.g. drama, role play, symbols, pictures etc. Workbooks for adults as well as for children have been prepared. As in 2006, the project will be concluded with an international workshop inviting participating groups to send delegates.
The bible reading programme will be started at the launching of the EMS Focus on 21st June 2009 in Accra.
B) Pilgrimage

Being on the way, guided by God’s spirit, is a good expression and image of Christian witness in a pluralistic world. Walking together is a way of sharing life. Body and soul and mind come together, community is being created. The EMS Mission statement says that we are on a journey together sharing our hope for the kingdom of God.

The pilgrimage will lead the group to “holy places”, places where people of differing faiths and world views live and work together aiming at  fullness of life for all and also to “unholy places”.
The pilgrims will pray and sing and meditate on the way.
The programme is jointly organised by the National Evangelical Church in Beirut (NEC) and the Secretariat.

The participants will come from the different churches and mission societies in the EMS fellowship. At least one journalist should be among them, as a feature, a report, photos and a video should be produced for use in congregations and groups and also for groups who would like to learn from this pilot scheme for their own initiatives. 

The group will consist of 15 to 20 persons walking and travelling together through four countries in the Near East towards Jerusalem in May 2010.
C) Theological Training in the Presence of the Other

Theological institutions shall be enabled within the EMS framework to exchange their experience on how to teach theology in a context where other religions are present. 

Our theology is always influenced by the context in which we develop it and live it out. This relates to the cultural and religious context as well as to social and economic conditions. And the more we open up to the other the more we become aware of this influence.

During the exposure visits of the International Workshop in Frankfurt we visited the department for protestant Theology of the University of Frankfurt. There a Jewish and two Muslim Scholars teach within that same faculty. The dean shared the experience of how the presence of the other religions compels all of them to become much more precise in their respective theological work. This assessment together with the experiences and insights of others who were present at the workshop inspired the idea of sharing concepts of theological training in the presence of the other from different contexts (e.g. KTC in India, NEST in Lebanon, NCCJ Center in Kyoto/Japan, TTS Ghana, institutions in Indonesia, universities in Germany etc.) in order to learn from one another. Exclusivist and pluralistic theological approaches as well as other concepts will be part of the discussion. 

One or two theological institution will be asked to take responsibility for organising a workshop, symposium or conference in cooperation with the EMS Secretariat.

The conference shall be documented in a publication in cooperation between EMS and the organizing institution. 

D)  Networking of Migrants’ Centers within the EMS Fellowship

Migration contributes to the emergence of pluralistic communities around the world.

For many migrants basic rights are at stake: human dignity, protection, justice, family.

Christian witness in a pluralistic world includes 

a) developing specific programmes/centers/spaces for migrants (spiritual refreshment, legal aid, interfaith encounter etc.)

b) working with church members and the wider community to create a church and a society which are open to “the other” and develop towards just inclusive communities

c) doing advocacy work regarding “push factors” of migration such as poverty and also regarding the ratification and implementation of treaties realizing the rights of migrants

This programme will deal with the inter-connectedness of social, cultural and religious factors. 

As a preparatory step an expert consultation involving representatives of the migrants’ centers being highlighted by the EMS Project of the Year 2008/2009 (“Women Living in a Strange Land”) and experts in work with migrants from Diakonia Wuerttemberg took place in April 2009 in Stuttgart. This pilote scheme  will be evaluated and then  the new Focus activity will be developed.
The centers will share their experiences among each other in the areas of work mentioned above, learn from one another, encourage and challenge one another.  

This sharing may take place a) by various means of written and electronic communication, b) by mutual visits (e.g. persons from Center X and Y visit Center Z etc.) and/or c) at an 

international conference. The work of NGOs and government offices with migrants should be included in reflections and discussions. The centers in “receiving countries” which get in touch with one another should also try to find ways of communicating with churches in the “sending countries”. Examples of “good practice” should be made available for the fellowship and the wider public by internet. 

3. Further Elements and Participation
The regular programmes of EMS such as the annual seminar, courses with pastors-in-training, partnership seminars or events related to mission history will deal with the topic of the focus. 
Also the “Projects of the Year” will be chosen from the area of “Christian Witness in a Pluralistic World”. 

Thus, the Project of the Year 2010 will highlight and render support to the work of the Schneller-Schools in Jordan and Lebanon.
Congregations, groups and individuals are cordially invited to participate in the activities in the framework of the focus and to accompany them in prayer. We would appreciate if you would enter into conversation regarding the theme of the Focus and render support to the Projects of the Year by donations.
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