The ECUMENICAL CHRISTIAN CENTRE organizes a three days seminar on “Edinburgh 1910 and Beyond” from November 27th to 29th , 2009 at the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, India.

 

  

Edinburgh 1910 and Beyond
 

The Edinburgh 1910, the World Mission Conference was organized as an end to deal with missionary discourses in relation to the non-Christian world. It was primarily concerned about strategy for the growth of the mission work among the non-Christians and the emphasise was on co-operation in mission. It was an outcome of the missionary movements and its response to humanitarian problems. The missionaries in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries had faced a lot of problems in terms of their area of work and unhealthy competitions.  Each missionary society stood for its own traditional teachings based on their Christological understandings. It posed some questions such as – Is Christ divided? Is there a Presbyterian Christ, different from Baptist Christ? These ground realities made them think about the need of unity. Ecumenical movements like Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., and S. C. M. made valuable efforts to bring people together in service of the nation on the basis of Christian principles. It enabled them to proclaim Christ with new perspectives through action in the context of struggles. Christ was portrayed as one who transforms not only the individuals but also the society. 

Ecumenism, as a movement for the re-union of various Christian denominations, received a new impetus from this conference of missionaries who met in Edinburgh in 1910.  During the beginning of ecumenical discourse, the word ‘ecumenism’ was used to describe the Christian Church as a whole, spread allover the world.  But later Church fathers and theologians gave wider meaning to ‘ecumenism’ bringing to the forefront its ecclesial, cosmic and ecological dimensions. 

The term ‘Ecumenism’ is derived from the Greek word ‘Oikoumene’ of which the root word is ‘Oikos’ which means dwelling or home. The word ‘Oikein’ denotes to dwell, to inhabit. So ecumenism speaks of the earth we inhabit, and the cosmos of which the earth is part, and all their inhabitants and vicissitudes. From this perspective of our ecumenical discourse, we see that when our faith critically and creatively encounters the earth-home of ours, with its rich resources and fascinating beauty, as well as its wounds, ugliness and imbalances, inflicted on it by human greed and ignorance, a vision emerges urging us to action to repair our home and restore it to its original integrity. When this happens, an ecological, ecumenical theology is in process. 

But during the beginning of the ecclesiastical attempts towards unity, the churches and their attempts for unity were under colonial auspices and those were a replica of Western churches. As Fr. Samuel Rayan says, “ready-made churches, like potted plants, were transported to our lands instead of letting the Word fall in the soil of our life, religion and culture, and take root there and sprout and grow to be our vision, nurture and shelter. Christians were often segregated from fellow human beings, alienated from their religious and cultural heritage and communitarian way of life. Liturgies were transported and conducted in a foreign language. Transported also were Church structures, religious art, theologies, pietistic and legalistic spiritualities common in Europe, as well as educational systems and training methods.”  But at the same time there were tremendous unifying attempts through Theological Colleges and Church union processes in India. The National Council of Churches in India and the Ecumenical organizations like the Ecumenical Christian Centre have made unique contributions towards bringing new meaning to ‘ecumenism’ in the life and ministry of the Church and the society at large. 100 years of ecumenical journey of India has now acquired a wider meaning and addresses issues such as social and economic marginalization, religious fundamentalism and environmental problems. 
It is a fact that recent decades have seen a general decline in the churches’ commitment to ecumenism in its wider perspective. On many occasions ecumenical discourses are being coloured with questions based on religion, caste, community or race, with the purpose of imposing on others one’s own particular vision and way of life as valid for all. Many a time ecumenical discourses in India evolve as a copy of Eurocentric thinking and discourse. When we are committed to evolving a theological discourse fully rooted in the contextual realities of the marginal communities like, Dalits, tribals and others, we do not find the Eurocentric ecumenical discourse very helpful. Since ecumenical discourse evolves with cosmic understanding there is an urge to widen the frontiers which are built to segregate human and nonhuman parts of God’s creation. 
Hence this seminar searches for the building up of meaningful communities which should exist in harmonious relation with nature, and with different faiths. It envisions meaningful communities that can refuse the logic and profit and progress which has turned our lives into commodities. It will be an attempt to create a universal community in which different races, castes, cultures and religions will be able to develop, each according to its own specific genius and tradition while at the same time enrich and being enriched by one another. It will analyze the Eurocentric understanding of Ecumenism on the basis of human languages spoken embedded in people’s struggles and stories.   It will try to look at the secular issues around our social and cultural habitats by widening our perspective of ecumenism.
 

Topics of the Seminar on “Edinburgh 1910 and Beyond”
 

Keynote Address: Edinburgh 1910 and Beyond: A Critical Assessment of 100 Years of the Ecumenical Movement 
 

Indian Churches and the Promotion of Ecumenism through the Mission of the International Missionary Councils and the World Council of Churches 
 

The Role of Vatican Councils towards Widening the Frontiers of Ecumenical Theology in India - 
 

Ecumenism and Inter-Faith Harmony in India 
 

Wider Ecumenism: A Subaltern Perspective 
 

Restoring Ecological Balance and Sustainable Development: Towards Revitalizing the Nature through Ecumenical Perspective 
 

Ecumenical Discourse in a Postcolonial Context and the Emerging Trends in Ecumenical Theology 
 

Ecumenical Christian Centre and its Engagements in Formulating New Meanings to Ecumenism 
 

Envisioning New Horizons of Ecumenism: Towards a Relevant Paradigm of Ecumenical Theology in India 
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