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ANDREW F. WALLS CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF AFRICAN AND ASIAN CHRISTIANITY

INTERNATIONAL STUDY CONFERENCE ON 

Christian Unity in Mission and Service

From noon on Friday 11 June 2010 to lunch on Sunday 13 June 2010
Organizers: 

Professor Daniel Jeyaraj, Director (jeyarad@hope.ac.uk)
Professor Andrew Walls, Professor of History of Missions (wallsa@hope.ac.uk) 
Coordinator: 
Ms Ursula Leahy (leahyu@hope.ac.uk, Tel. +44 151 291 3375).

Venue: 
Hope Park Campus, Liverpool Hope University, Liverpool L16 9JD, United Kingdom. 
This conference will investigate various ecumenical contributions of Christians in different parts of the world. Research scholars, teachers, students, and practitioners of Christian ecumenism will share their insights gained from experiences and research findings. This conference is open to all faculty members, staff, students, and other members of universities, colleges, schools, churches and faith organizations. Members of the general public are also welcome.
Liverpool Context

In March 1860 the Protestant churches in Liverpool hosted the Conference on Missions consisting of 126 representatives of various British Protestant missionary societies. Their meetings were held in the chapel Hope Hall in Liverpool and the concluding ceremony took place in the Philharmonic Hall in Liverpool. The participants discussed “various plans of missionary labour at home and abroad” in order to identify the theoretical and practical implications for Christian witness and service in their times. They spoke about missionary interest, missionary education, native agency in “Foreign Mission,” income for missionary societies, and non-western responses to British Colonialism. They devoted much attention to the role of missionaries serving in China, India, and South Africa. This conference created the “most delightful spirit of Christian union, devotion, and prayer.” The participants enjoyed in the fact of their close theological union and practical co-operation at home and abroad. Fifty years later, the World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh (1910) expanded these and other aspects of Christian witness and service. 
The churches in Liverpool have tried to continue their ecumenical witness. The Anglican and the Roman Catholic Churches, for example, have created several examples of living ecumenism. Their theological conviction of “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism,” especially during the second half of the 20th century, has equipped them to share their worship spaces with each other and to express their Christian faith in visible ways. Following the examples of their predecessors, the Anglican Bishop David Sheppard (1929–2005) and the Roman Catholic Bishop Derek Worlock (1920–1996) found deeper ways of ecumenical collaboration between their churches. They were deeply committed to rejuvenate the life of people in Liverpool. They encouraged the federation of their respective colleges of higher education and thus worked together for the formation of Liverpool Hope University. The ongoing cooperation among churches in Liverpool provides yet another example. 
Conference Aims and Themes
This conference seeks to 


1) Study the 18th and 19th century ecumenical and intercultural contributions made by eminent persons, conferences, and movements until Edinburgh 1910 in different parts of the world. 
2) Investigate the ecumenical and intercultural consequences of Edinburgh 1910 in the Global North as well as in the Global South.
3) Highlight the interrelatedness of Proclamation and Presence models of Christian mission and witness.
4) Gain practical and ecumenical insights from Christian NGOs working in different parts of the world. 
5) Learn from the experiences of Christian social, aid and development organizations working in intercultural contexts.  
6) Examine the complex relationships between Christianity, Commerce, Colonialism, and Civilization. 

7) Study the realities, significance, and implications of the demographic shift of Christianity from the Global North to the Global South.

8) Explore the impact of Christian unity in mission and service, especially since Vatican II, on local populations in cities and villages and in trans-regional relationships. 
9) Analyze Christian unity and dialogue experiences among Christians of various denominations on the one hand and the people of other faiths and ideologies on the other hand. 
10) Elucidate the powerful non-theological factors that either promote or hinder Christian unity in mission and service. 

11) Get to know and converse with other Centers of World Christianity, Intercultural Studies, Diaspora Studies. 
12) Publish the conference deliberations during the next conference in June 2011. 
Due Date for Paper and Panel Proposals
The organizers of this Conference invite proposals for paper presentations and panels on any of the abovementioned or other related theme(s). The conference will begin in the afternoon of Friday 11th June 2010 and end after lunch on Sunday 13th June. Each paper presenter will have 30 minutes to present their research findings; the remaining 30 minutes will be given to questions and answers, discussions, and other appropriate forms of interaction with the presenters. The panels will take place from 1.30 pm to 5.15 pm on Saturday. 
Full Panel Proposals are due on or before Friday 18th December 2009: The leader of a panel should send a 500-word abstract of the panel theme plus a 200-word abstract for each paper presenter in your panel.
Individual Paper Proposals are due on or before Friday 18th December 2009: Please send a 200-word abstract and a two-page CV including your name, institutional position or affiliation, postal address, telephone number(s), and email address.

The organizers will inform the prospective paper presenters and panelists whether or not their proposals can be accommodated by email on or before Friday, January 29, 2010. At that time they will also send detailed guidelines on paper production. 
Submitting manuscripts for publication
Those whose papers are selected will present their manuscripts in two stages: 

The pre-conference version of the manuscript is due on or before Friday 7th May 2010. 

The post-conference version of the manuscript, including revision based on the feedback obtained during the conference, is due on or before Friday, 30th July 2010. 

NOTE: In the absence of the post-conference paper, the pre-conference version might be considered for publication.
Registration Fee and Accommodation Charges 
These fees and charges are subsidized. They are just enough to defray the actual cost of running this conference, food and accommodation. Accommodation on Hope Park Campus of Liverpool Hope University will be guaranteed for those who register by Friday 22nd May 2010. Please note that registered guests will stay in good quality student accommodation, with en-suite facilities, in single rooms only:
Registration for participation in the conference: £ 75.00. 

Lunch and refreshments for day delegates: £20.00 per day. 

24 hour accommodation, all meals, and refreshments: £60.00 per day 
Our preferred method of receiving payment is by Visa or MasterCard credit/debit cards. Please note that Electron and Solo cards cannot be accepted. Please put the credit/debit card details on the Booking Form. Or, if you prefer, you can also ring up the Coordinator Ms Ursula Leahy (leahyu@hope.ac.uk, Tel. + 44 (0)151 2913375) and give her your card details. You can also pay directly to the Conference Office by ringing +44 (0)151 2912147 between 9 am and 5 pm Greenwich Mean Time from Monday to Friday and inform Ms Leahy about the payment. 
The fees and charges can also be paid by cash or cheque or a draft drawn on a bank in the United Kingdom. Please make the cheque/draft payable to Liverpool Hope University and post it, along with the completed Booking Form, to Ms Ursula Leahy. Money orders bought outside of the United Kingdom cannot be accepted. 

Registration and Accommodation Subsidy/ Scholarship
The organizers of the conference try hard to raise the necessary funds to provide subsidies to select paper presenters and panelists who reside in the Global South and cannot pay the full cost of registration and accommodation. No subsidy is available for travel, medical insurance, visa application, or the like. The organizers will, however, provide a letter of invitation for the duration of the conference for those participants who need a visa to enter the United Kingdom. 
Contact Details 
Address your inquiry by email to Ms Ursula Leahy (leahyu@hope.ac.uk), the Coordinator of this Conference and copy it to Professor Daniel Jeyaraj (jeyarad@hope.ac.uk), the Director. Postal address: Ms Ursula Leahy, Department of Theology and Religious Studies, Liverpool Hope University, Hope Park, Liverpool, L16 9JD, United Kingdom.
