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Introduction: Africa, a Continent of hope.

 
Not withstanding the multiple paradoxes in the African Continent we rejoice in an abundant harvest of marvelous fruits in accepting the Gospel following the Christian Mission.
The identity of the Continent is a growing reality, and we see the fruits of harmony and prophesy, promoting human and social values as fraternity, togetherness, and finding fullness of life in and “existing in relationship with others”, and simply “to be”.

The foundation of the Christian Church communities is experienced as a gift of the Triune God and it is a great asset in the mission of the Church. Communion is a real African value. It has to become more explicitly then ever the ecumenical vision and focus of the Christian mission, in relationship with the Universal mission.


Many African writers and personalities are witnessing those values: Tutu, Ela, Mveng, Malula etc.   

1. Actual growing interest for the search of unity and communion 

· The concept of the Church as “the Family of God” became more and more the key option in the theological study of the ecclesiology in the Africa Church. The concept was identified and promoted by the first African Synod (1994). The nature of the Church is “Communion”.

The evangelization of the continent has to be undertaken in the perspective of the African peoples, united by the bounds of blood. In fact it is the confirmation of the spirit and the core option of the second Vatican Council (1961-1965). 

For the African identity “communion and unity” are the foundation stones of our tradition and culture. We take advantage of these values, conscious that we build and promote our African culture and structures on this “sure grounds”. 

· Communion and unity have even a universal value, expressing the universal search for a civilization of love. It is in fact an aspiration of the human person, created as the image of God. These values are in accordance and parallel with so many other human realities and values as: peace, reconciliation justice, liberty, truth, sanctity… They represent the values of God’s Kingdom, and signs of Salvation in Christ.

Theologians as Bevans and Schroeder expressed this idea as “Mission as participation in the communion of the Triune God, in the light of the “Missio Dei”. Roman Documents confirm this trend ( “Novo milennio ineunte”  2000 of Pope John Paul II says this in the following words: “we would like to be faithful to God’s design and respond to the profound aspirations of the world”.
2. The missionary communion as the theological focus for the ecumenical 

Movement
“Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, without me … “ Jn 15,5

Communion is the source of mission, The community is really missionary and the mission is in view of communion.

The Apostolic exhortation of Pope J.P. II “Christi fideles laici” (1988) on the missionary call of all the faithful, contains the explicit call of all church members to enter into that relationship and to relate with others, to build communion. It synergizes all mission efforts of the Church. 


The ecumenical reality of this theme is clearly stated in the Lausanne Declaration 1974, and that structures the edition of the WCC’s  CWME edition:  “You are the light of the World”, Statements on Mission by the WCC (1890-2005).
Similar theological declarations can be found in the Orthodox Church (1988), the Reformed Churches (2003) and in the Catholic Mission Documents: Vatican II “Ad Gentes “Mission activity of the Church (N. 2); in the Encyclical of Pope J.P. II.: “Evangelii Nuntiandi”(1975), on the  Evangelization of the peoples in modern times (N.28); Community building as the heart of the Gospel and of Mission.
3. The Trinitarian foundation of communion and the universal mission

The theological reflexion recognizes the richness of this concept as an expression of the fundamental mystery of our faith, when we experience in the same time that the Church is missionary by nature. Communio is the call to share in the communion of the Holy Trinity, of which the Church is the image.


All Christians are called to take part in mission: Vatican II, “Lumen Gentium”, on the Constitution of the Church (N.17); “Ad Gentes”, the mission of the Church 
(N. 2,6, and 35). All are engaged, new and old communities, individuals and community as a whole, in time and space. The Church is the universal sacrament of salvation, founded in Baptism. All baptized are by nature called to mission in communion. 

All Christian Churches recognize Baptism as the fundamental belonging to the “One Church”, gathered in unity.
4. The anthropological references of the evangelizing mission and the common witness

The missionary communion of the Holy Trinity is expressed in the Incarnation of the Son, Jesus. The reality of this incarnation is expressed in our human history by the communion of the Church, and reinforces her Mission in its anthropological and contextual dimension. In Christ the unity of human and divine nature is fulfilled as the mission of the Father. 


The “Missio Dei” and the “Missio Ecclesiae” is enriched by the “semen Verbi”, scattered as a growing seed in human cultures. That is the reason the missionaries respect and take into account all cultural riches of every kind, in every nation and people.


The first Christian communities (Acts 2 and 4) are the first icons and examples of the communion: witness of the Risen Lord, inspired by in the Holy Spirit. 
Mission proceeds out of the heart in the “one heart and mind”, as a sign of unity of the Church. In this way God is really the “Emmanuel”, God with - and among us. 
Cf. Paul: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit … 2Cor. 13, 13.

5. Communion as the first and fundamental module of the mission
Communion is the starting point, origin and prerequisite of Mission and it becomes even the aim of the mission of the Church. The spirit of communion inspires and guides the planning and methodology of the “Church in mission”.

5.1. Christological implications: Christ at the heart of the missionary communion
Christ himself is the proto type of the missionary communion, “son of the One God”. In his dead and Resurrection He restores the communion between God and creation, starting from the reality of his incarnation. The sacrament of Eucharistic will actualize this mystery at every moment, again and again.


The African Christology is a ideal way to integrate this concept of “Christ as the founder and source of missionary communion, presenting Christ as “the master of the initiation rite”, “inspiration”, “presence and healer”, send by the Father.


The African Church Fathers of the early Church presented already this vision: 
St Cyprian: “the united people of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” (cf. mentioned by the Vatican II texts). 
St Augustine: ”Discovering signs of love, as he says, You see the Holy Trinity”!  
The first foundation of religious life , the Thebaides Monks lived truly in this spirit of communion with God, and with each other.
5.2. The mission of the Spirit as actualizing move the missionary communion in human history
Living God’s mission as communion allows us to realize the continuity of Gods love in History, it is the experience of the inhabitation of the Holy Trinity in the Church and in its members. It is  the fruit of the mission of the Holy Spirit:

Evangelii Nuntiandi: (N.75); Redemptoris Mission (N. 21-30). 
In this same Spirit we engage as Church in the Inter Religious Dialogue, respectful of the Religion of anyone.

5.3. The mission of the Church as the sacrament of the missionary communion of the Holy Trinity

The awareness of the theologians is a common stand explicit in this field. The Church, through the mission of the Spirit, lives the gift of unity. The “immanent” Trinity becomes the “incarnational Trinity” through the mission of the Mission of the Son and the Spirit, allowing the Church to be an instrument of their communion. That is the mystery of the salvation of humanity. The Holy Trinity is present in the life of the world, “actualized”, “immanent” and even “visible” by faith.


Creation allows God to share His communion of life, in space and time. 
“We announce what we have seen, so that you will have communion with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”. 1. Jn 1. 1, 3

African culture is aspiring for the “fullness of life”. Evangelizing mission 

in real Communion creates a community of brotherly relationships. It will be an inspiring Mission, reinforcing solidarity as it is already an aspiration of African peoples: “life in abundance” (Jn 10, 10)
6.
The new outlook and perspectives that will deepen improve the practice of the missionary communion


6.1. The biblical foundation of Mission will be enlarged and renewed by the Trinitarian vision on Mission as communion

6.2. Love and communion at the heart of the mission will reinforce the response of our communities and overcome the dichotomy between life and faith.

6.3. Missionary communion Will reinforce our ecclesial structures and activities starting from exiting community structures and living communities there we experience in a lively way the mystical presence of the Risen Lord.

6.4. The Community celebrating the sacrament of the Eucharist will witness the memorial of the death and Resurrection of Christ in the perspective of the Trinitarian Communion. Inculturation in liturgy and Christian life will even more reshape Gods communion in Christian life.

6.5. Love becomes the motor of Mission, unifies and harmonizes the different dimensions of the same mission: proclamation, witness, dialogue, inculturation, human promotion, inspiring each dimension even in a deeper way.

6.6. Sanctity and Holiness in ordinary life becomes a spirituality of living charity, in relationship with God and neighbor.

6.7. Missionary spirituality will be global and universal as a common aspiration of the “People of God”. The sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist will be at the heart and of this spirituality. Every Christian, lay and ordained will be inspired in the same way. The spirituality that will be evangelical and charismatic, “esthetic”, enriched by the beauty of all the gifts of the Spirit. Mary is the icon of this missionary spirituality, receiving God’s love and sharing her joy in a personal attitude of loving relationship.

Conclusion:

Missionary Communion, according to the example of Jesus and the first Christian communities, is wonderfully expressed by the sign of the Holy cross: Kenose and communion. 

Each Church community will be a center for Mission, in communion with the Universal Church, inspiring every single member of their community.

It will reinforce and promote the mission call of every single member of the Church. Charismatic, and respectful for all gifts communicated by the Spirit to individuals and communities, the communion in mission is an enrichment for all Churches.

Communion in Missio will Unify “Missio Dei” and Missio Ecclesiae”, bring God’s communion as the Holy Trinity among us, inspiring and reinforcing life and mission of each Church and the Universal Church.

Missionary Communion among Churches will realize and sustain the evangelization in the African Continent, inspiring our witness of Life.
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