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The main guidelines for this presentation are the five Conferences of Latin-American and Caribbean Bishops
, especially the 5th and latest one, held in Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007 (DA), which although they do not directly mention them by name, partly assimilate the documents Evangelii nuntiandi of Pablo VI and Redemptoris missio of John Paul II, which specifically address the theme of discipleship and mission. Here we offer some brief outline notes on the reality, the fundamental challenges produced by it, and the profile of the Roman Catholic missionary disciple in Latin America and the Caribbean, in line with the see, judge, act methodology recovered in Aparecida. 

The reality facing us
Aparecida put us in contact with the social, economic, political, cultural, ecclesial and missionary reality of Latin America, in both its brighter and darker aspects. What emerged clearly is that the intra-ecclesial problems which have been unsolved for so long have created difficulties for the significance of the Church within its context, and for the strength of its mission.  Christian life as a whole has been weakened
,  and the Church in this continent has lost its vitality. 

In the historical context of the present time, the Spirit presses us to ‘the inward-looking’, the ad intra, the intra-church mission. It is urgent that we revitalize ourselves as catholic, in the fullest sense of the word, without fear or narrow mindedness ; opening the doors to Christ, to the Holy Spirit and to a constant context-based renewal, and that we are consistent in this. We need to guard and nourish the faith of the people of God, to renew the missionary dimension of baptism, forming Christians in the faith, increasing their sense of belonging to the ecclesial community and creating adequately prepared missionary ecclesial communities. 
The missiological themes and reflections, from the basic ecclesial communities rather than from the official Conferences, are based on already established practice. The missionaries within the different contexts and realities reveal and provoke a missiological reaction in response to specific challenges.  Basically these do not arise from the ‘great classic themes’, but rather from constant, everyday, domestic , experience.
 

The significant, permanent presence of Latin American Christianity today depends to a great extent on how far it is able to cast off its colonial heritage and return to the roots of the evangelical proposal of Jesus. This is fully realized in the experience of the early Christian communities, who knew how to combine Christian faith and cultural differences, and in spite of tensions produced a Christian plurality of languages, rites, mentalities, community styles or theological emphases. This process is only possible with the assumption of a profound mystic-spiritual experience, a mysticism in tune with the daily life of the men and women of today. 

The world in general, and in the Latin America context in particular, is beset with pressing problems in many different areas - social, political, economic, ethical and environmental –  and this leads missiology to a serious consideration of the importance and even necessity of integrating the inter-transdisciplinarity perspective into its reflections.
 This means that it is fundamental to be open to interaction with other agents and entities, both of a religious and confessional nature and also with other human beings outside any denomination or church. This means being receptors of their gifts and vice-versa.

Fundamental challenges 
The call is to everyone, to begin again from Christ (cf. DA 41), recognizing that “being a Christian does not begin with an ethical decision or a great idea, but instead from the encounter with an event, with a Person, offering a new horizon, a decisive orientation ” (DA 12). The authentic disciples are those who communicate the gift of the encounter with Jesus Christ, as the best service the Church can offer to the people and to the nations (cf. DA 14), and to creation itself. 
In Evangelii nuntiandi, n.8, we find , “Only the Kingdom of God is absolute; all else is relative”. We must take the poor into account as a special category within the Kingdom ; a category which brings us into contact with cultural and religious spaces of all classes and types. Here above ‘all’ must be set the Christian mission : relationship, openness and dialogue between Christian communities and between religions and cultures, while keeping faith with itself in its identity or identities, and with its prophetic heritage, and confronting a situation in which the continent with the greatest number of catholic-Christians is also the one with the greatest inequality and injustice. 

The directing spirit of mission can be seen in Latin America as kairological, urgently needing to reach the horizon of transitoriness. At the same time it must overcome the merely transitory and static, leading us to be the co-protagonists of a multiple, plural complexity which clearly shows the importance of going out, walking forward, and seeking new horizons and viewpoints from which to contemplate reality, so allowing us to encounter and explain yet again (Lc 24, 13-35) what we already know, but which we do not live with certainty and passionate intensity. The progression through the humbling purification of abandoning secure structures, numbers, dogmatic or revealed certainties, and recreating ourselves, means moving along paths which until recently were unthinkable, according to classic mission concepts. This is an invitation to shape ourselves into a Church in a permanent state of conversion: to overcome with confident humility our  insecurity and insufficiency, our lack of languages; to take the paths which lead to a realization of the mission of Jesus, the Kingdom of God. 
Within our contexts we still have a certain tendency to categorize the feminine and the masculine as woman and man, rather than attempting to integrate them and recognize that both the female and the male dimensions are present in the human being and in creation. The challenge, therefore, is to bring about a change of mentality, to overcome the idea of division of roles, as masculine and feminine are not roles which correspond to gender. The human being is an integrated whole and these two basic human aspects must be present in mission, as keys to  transmission in cultures, societies or religions.

Profile of the missionary disciple 
The profile of the authentic missionaries and their efficacy is rooted in the fidelity of their discipleship, as two sides of the same coin. This means that the intra-ecclesial missionary impetus must not damp down or take away from the missionary disciples their conviction to be   extra-ecclesial or outward-looking, but instead reinforce and strengthen it, to give :
Missionary disciples capable of human contact and relationships, in a dialogue open to all cultures and truths, without neglecting the sound consistency of the message of Jesus Christ, the message which emerges from the passion for the Kingdom, for the mystery of life. The Latin American emphasis in the ecumenical dialogue within the missionary context is inevitably on the Pentecostal churches. This is because Catholics and Pentecostals are the major live forces in the Latin American mission, and it means that interlocutors must to be found to assume the responsibility of the great task of church-to-church relationships : 

Missionary disciples who take action and are at the service of life and of the environment in all its diversity, orientated towards the Kingdom of God : who seek out structures which are just, uniting justice and mercy, to make the Church a sacrament of love and solidarity; who promote real and whole human freedom, supporting social and economic policies leading to sustainable development; and who do not relegate the Church only to the temple, but promote an evangelization which is inseparable from solidarity. 
The invitation to all members within their communities and institutions is to place themselves “in a permanent state of mission” (DA 551), to make the theme of the 5th Conference a reality : “That our peoples may have life ” (cf. John 10,10). In the current climate, two groups can be seen  as the priority subjects for evangelization/mission: the basic ecclesial communities, which form a component part of the Church itself, and the communities of the new movements, with different spiritualities (cf. DA 365). May they be transformed into small missionary communities which truly live and radiate life in Christ, for the good of the whole of humanity! 
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